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Making music at Easter 


CHILDREN will be busy making music this 
Easter at the Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground, and will even have the chance 
to record some of their favourite songs. 

Joey Phillips from BLAP said: “This year 
the Easter play scheme promises to offer 
the children some great experiences. The 
playground provides many chances for just 
running about and enjoying the fresh air. 
The trampoline is proving very popular and 
makes a welcome addition to the zip wire, 
balancing bars, with nets, hanging bars and 
swings. There will also be organised and 
impromptu games of football, hockey and 
cricket, and young people will get a chance 
to begin to shape the new garden at the 
back of BLAP.” 

Inside there will be many arts and crafts 
on offer, some with an Easter egg theme. 
Children will also have the chance to visit the 
local IT Hub and the new swimming pool, as 
well as cooking some exciting dishes. 

Children 8 — 13 are welcome each week 
day, from 30 March - 10 April excluding 
Good Friday and Easter Monday. 


# More details from Joey Phillips 
at 01865 236646 or by emailing 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 
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Leys News is an independent 
newspaper and a social enterprise. 
It is owned by Leys News Limited, 
is part of the Community Media 
Group, and is funded through a 
mixture of grants and advertising 
revenue. It is delivered free to 
homes and businesses across the 
Leys. Leys News is produced by 

a team of volunteers who attend 
free Community Journalism 
Training courses. If you would like 
to volunteer as part of our team 
and help to produce your local, 
independent newspaper please 
email the editor (details below) for 
more information and an informal 
chat about how you can help. 


CONTACT 


Address: 

Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 
(Vehicle access via Jack Argent Close) 


Phone: 
01865 711756 


Editor: 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Advertising: 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 


Website: 
www.leysnews.co.uk 
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Sasha East (chair), Teresa 
Fieldwick, Ines Kretzchmar, 
David Potter, Alex Solaja 
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Sarah Edwards 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Business Manager: 
John Charlton 


Design: 
Julian Dourado 


Distribution Manager: 
Lorraine Heritage 


Volunteers: 
Janet Pavelin, Trio Watson 


Contributions by: 

Randy Denham, Lauraine Dineen, 
Stella Gathenya, Becky Lee, Stuart 
Mabbutt, George Scotland, Beth 
Speich, Natalie Wallace. 


Published by Leys News Ltd. 

Printed by Newbury Weekly News 
(Printers) Ltd, Newspaper House, Faraday 
Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2DW 
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LEYS NEWS acknowledges financial 
assistance from: A2 Dominion, Catalyst 
Communities Housing Association, 
GreenSquare, Oxford Brookes University, 
Oxford City Council and the Blackbird 
Leys Parish Council. 


Leys News is a company limited by 
guarantee No. 3591512 


You are cordially invited to attend the 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


of 


Leys News Limited 


Wednesday 20 May, 7pm 


Leys News Office 
26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird Leys 
Oxford 0X4 7BX 


Light refreshments will be available 
R.S.V.P. 


to the Business & Community Development Manager 
on 01865 711756 or officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 
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City is blooming! 


OXFORD has been selected 
from more than 1,000 entrants 
to take part in the Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS) 
Britain in Bloom UK Finals 2015, 
the pinnacle of the community 
gardening world. Oxford will 
be representing the Thames 
and Chiltern City category. 

A total of 70 communities 
across the UK have been 
selected for this special honour, 
including towns, villages, cities, 
urban communities and new 
in 2015, business improvement 
districts. UK finalists represent 
the very best of community 
gardening in the UK. 

Thames and Chiltern 
nominated Oxford to 
the national finals of the 
competition following the 
regional stage of judging in 
2014. Oxford was selected for 
engaging every element of the 
community, for demonstrating 
an exceptional commitment 
to helping the environment 
and for top horticultural 
achievement. 

Although the campaign 
runs all year round, the run- 
up to the judges’ August tour 


VOLUNTEERING 


is a time when communities 
throughout the UK unite 
and redouble their efforts. 
Oxford will be visited by two 
RHS judges who will meet 
community representatives 
and go on a tour of local 
projects. 

Judges will assess 
everything from local recycling 
initiatives to areas of natural 
habitat and conservation. 

They will also be looking at the 
management of street furniture 
and public parks, and will be 
assessing how well the group is 
responding to climate change 
and how they are engaging the 
community in their local Bloom 
activities. 

Results will be announced 
at an awards ceremony this 
October and will be attended 
by representatives of all 70 
finalists. 

Board Member for Sports, 
Events and Parks, Councillor 
Mark Lygo said: "It is superb 
news that Oxford City has been 
chosen for the RHS Britain in 
Bloom 2015 Finals. This is a big 
boost to Oxford's profile as a 
‘cleaner, greener’ place to live 


Hello! 


EDITOR'S LETTER 


and to visit. Play your part by 
making your garden, grounds, 
business or hanging basket 
beautiful and by entering 
Oxford in Bloom this year.” 

Andrew Wharton, City Parks 
Supervisor and Co-ordinator 
of Oxford in Bloom for the City 
Council, said: “It is the first time 
in many years that Oxford has 
gained this award and we are 
delighted! 

This would not have been 
possible without the work for 
all the volunteers, community 
groups and businesses across 
the city that opened their 
doors to us and the judges over 
the last year. 

“The prestige of being part 
of the national Britain in Bloom 
Competition this year gives us 
the opportunity to work with 
many more people. 

Everyone who lives, runs 
a business, or is part of a 
community group within the 
City Boundaries is welcome 
to enter whether they have 
a hanging basket or a large 
garden.” 


maintain advertising 
revenues lost due to the 


CHILDREN'S DRAWING COMPETITION WINNERS 


The winners of last month's Children's Costume of 
the Future drawing competition are Erin (above) 
age 8, from Blackbird Leys , and Ashley (below) age 
8, from Greater Leys. They both win a fantastic 67 
piece art and craft set. For this month's drawing 
competition turn to page 12. 
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THE Leys Community Market is looking 
for a treasurer to join its team. As the 
market goes from strength to strength, 
a treasurer is needed and training 
and support will be provided bya 
professional accountant. 

Christine McDermott from the market 
said: "This is a fantastic opportunity 
for someone to volunteer with us, 
get professional support and build 
employability skills." 


@ Anyone who is interested in 
finding out more should email 
leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 


Share sweet memories 
over a coffee 


THE Sweet Memories over 60's coffee 
morning is held every Thursday from 10am- 
12 noon, at the Gladiator Club in Iffley Road. 

The event is a social morning including 
bingo, raffle, events, holidays and daytrips 
and pub lunches. There is also a chance to 
make Easter bonnets, and take part in fancy 
dress fundraising days. 


@ For more information, contact Julie 
Weller on 07754 217128 


SO what did you think of 
the budget and how will it 
affect you and your family? 
In this issue of Leys News, 
one of our new recruits, 
George Scotland, has 
written a piece about youth 
unemployment and one of 
the benefits of Mr Osborne's 
pre election budget 
is the announcement 
that employers’ national 
insurance for under 21s is 
to be abolished. We would 
really like to hear your views 
on how the budget will 
impact on you, especially if 
you are a young person. 

Over the next few 
months, George will be 
exploring a variety of topics 
that affect young people, so 
please do get in touch with 
your comments. 

Also in the budget 
was the mention of a tax 
break and help for local 
newspapers. George 
Osborne told the commons 
that: "Local newspapers are 
a vital part of community 
life. We are announcing a 
consultation on how we can 
provide them with more tax 
support." 

Since 2008, more than 
150 local newspapers 
have closed as publishers 
have struggled to 


transition from print to 

an online readership. The 
Community Media Group, 
which publishes all of the 
community papers across 
Oxford and Reading on 
behalf of community 
groups, knows only too well 
the value that local people 
place on their newspapers. 

Although we operate 
as a social enterprise, we 
still run our project as a 
professional business, and 
understand the struggles 
that our colleagues in 
mainstream media face. We 
hope that the budget will 
impact positively for them 
and their hard working 
teams. 

We must all work hard 
to protect our local media 
and continue to provide 
a first class news and 
information service for our 
loyal readers. 

We welcome feedback 
and comments from all our 
readers, please do email 
me editor@leysnews.co.uk 
and tell us what YOU think 
about the issues that affect 
you and your community. 


Have a great month 


Savoy 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 
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Council to survey anti-social behaviour 


BY RANDY DENHAM 
on them. 
OXFORD City Council is to 
launch a survey which will ask 
local people what they think 
about anti-social behaviour. 

The consultation, which 
closes on 31 March, will help 
the Council to decide whether 
a new Public Spaces Protection 
Order (PSPO) is needed to 
reduce any potential anti-social 
behaviour and to help make 
the area more suitable for 
its residents, businesses and 
visitors. 

City Council Leader Bob 
Price, who is launching the 
survey, Said: "These are difficult 
issues but they make a huge 
impact on our perceptions of 


Time to make your 
voice heard 


COME and have your say on what goes on in your area! 
A new Leys resident group has been formed so you 
can have your voice heard on issues that affect you. The 
group will meet every three months to discuss current 
local priorities, issues, events and successes, which will 
then be fed back to the Leys Community Partnership. 

The Community Partnership is a place for agencies, 
charities, residents and other groups who live and work 
on the Leys to work together to improve services in the 
area. The first group will meet on Thursday 16 April at 
6pm in the Community Centre. Refreshments will be 
provided. 


Order." 


@ For more information, please contact Milly on 
mmacpherson@oxford.gov.uk or 07733 301256. 


"We're keen to enhance 
the look and feel of the city 
so that it remains a place 
that everyone can enjoy. But 
persistent incidents and types of be reported to court: Persistent 
anti-social behaviour can spoil 
the experience for residents, 
businesses and visitors. 

"Following this consultation 
we will be considering what 
type of PSPO would be most 
helpful and setting out the 
standards of behaviour and 
activities that are covered by the _ with street drinking, graffiti, 


the city and everyone hasa view messand public toilets, cycling, 


drinking and graffiti. 

If an order is drawn up, 
anybody committing any of the 
following could potentially be 
required to pay a fixed fine or 


begging, sleeping in public 
toilets, urinating or defecating, 
cycling on prohibited roads, 
street sleeping — by people who 
are already receiving support 
and accommodation, unfair and 
unsafe busking, illegal peddling, 
anti-social behaviour associated 


pigeon feeding and out of 


People will be asked abouta control dogs and dog mess. 
range of behaviours, including: 
begging, busking and street 
sleeping, dog control, dog 


LEISURE IN OXFORD: what 
do you think? 
PEOPLE across Oxford City are being asked 
what they think about leisure and wellbeing. 
Oxford City Council has drafted a new 
Leisure and Wellbeing Strategy and is asking 
residents, partners and stakeholders for 
comments and feedback on plans for the 
city’s leisure centres, the council’s approach 
to creating a world class leisure offer, how it 
can get more people physically active, and 
sport and health development. 

The consultation closes on 24 April. A full 
version of the draft strategy is available to 
read on the website at www.oxford.gov.uk 


@ For paper copies of the draft strategy or 
questionnaire please call 01865 252707. 


The small college with big ideas! 


= Goats for 
sau Ethiopia 


CHIDLREN and adults at the Church of the 
Holy Family are on a mission to raise money 
to provide goats for families in Ethiopia. 

Sue Price from the church said: “Some 
women are so poor that their children are 
lucky to get just one meal a day. We can help. 
If the mum can have a pair of goats then 
they are on the way to providing milk for 
their family and have some spare for selling. 
When their goats have kids they give two on 
to another mum and so more people in the 
village can feed themselves.” 

The children have been collecting odd 
change from the congregation during 
March and will continue through April. They 
also organised a fundraising brunch at the 
church. 


# A special Ethiopian coffee ceremony will 
take place from 10.30am-1pm on Saturday 9 
May. Everyone is welcome. 


Oxford 


RuskinCollege 


Open Days @Ruskin in 2015 


@ Friday 30th January - 11am start 
@ Friday 6th March - 6pm - 8pm 

@ Friday 1st May - 11am start 

@ Friday 29th May - 11am start 

@ Saturday 20th June - 11am start 
@ Wednesday 29th July - 11am - 1pm 


ILTUS Taster Days @Ruskin in 2015 


@ International Labour and Trade Union Studies: Saturday 21st February - 11am-2pm ty 
@ International Labour and Trade Union Studies: Saturday 18th April - 11am-2pm = 
@ International Labour and Trade Union Studies: Saturday 9th May - 11am-2pm a 

@ International Labour and Trade Union Studies: Saturday 6th June - 11am-2pm 


To book a place on an open day, 
contact Hannah Jones on: 

T: 01865 759604 

E: hjones@ruskin.ac.uk 


To book a place on one of the International Labour and 
Trade Union Studies taster days, 

contact Caroline Holmes on: 

T: 01865 759608 

E: cholmes@ruskin.ac.uk 


Skil Funding 
Agenay 


=> OXFORDSHIRE 
a COUNTY COUNCIL 
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By George Scotland 


OVERALL, unemployment today 
is down to 5.7 percent of Britain's 
working population. 

This is the lowest unemployment 
percentage for almost five years. But 
while this may appear positive, the 
figures are not a true reflection on 
society as a whole; Just ask Britain's 
so called forgotten youth, or the 
13.2 percent of young people aged 
between 18 and 24, in the UK who 
are not in employment. 

Figures supplied by the National 
Office of Statistics show that 
from October to December last 
year, 760,000 young people were 
unemployed. On a local level in 
Oxfordshire, youth unemployment 
peaked at 6.8 percent in 2014 
compared to 6.3 percent in the 
whole of the South East. 

There is a danger that this is a lost 
generation who may not be able to 
learn and develop the skills required 
to succeed in the workplace, as they 
are not being given the opportunity. 
This lack of opportunity could 
potentially have a large negative 
impact on Britain's future workforce. 
So why are young people not being 


Forgotten Youth 


given the opportunity and what 
are the reasons behind high youth 
unemployment? 

It is clear that some employers 
are more risk averse and are looking 
to recruit older or more experienced 
applicants, rather than young 
people with minimal or no work 
experience. This is understandable, 
but becomes a vicious circle for 
young people who get told the 
position has been offered to a 
candidate with more experience. 

How are they ever meant to 
compete if they are never given the 
chance? If employers take the time 
to invest in youth employment it 
will help towards a competitive and 
successful UK economy for years to 
come. 

In potential plans unveiled 
by the current government lain 
Duncan Smith, the Work and 
Pensions Secretary has warned that 
young people claiming Job Seekers 


Allowance, which stood at 185,000 
18-24 year olds in January, would 
have to pick up litter or do a similar 
type of community service in the 
near future. 

Encouraging young people to 
contribute to earn money is all well 
and good however surely would 
it not be better to channel their 
energies into a more constructive 
and productive type of community 
work which could help develop their 
skills and better their chances of 
finding employment? 

Plans like this by the government 
come at a time when the perception 
among some people is that young 
people are lazy and do not want to 
get a job. 

Lack of qualifications can also 
lead to lack of opportunity, and 
research suggests that there is a 
correlation between poor GCSE 
results in English and Maths and 
youth unemployment. 


Young people's cultural and 
social surroundings also play a factor 
in why the youth unemployment 
rate is often higher in so called 
deprived areas where there is more 
pessimism over job prospects. This 
is often because young people 
may lack the ambition, motivation 
or the know-how to try and better 
themselves or accomplish life 
goals. With lack of motivation and 
ambition it is understandable that 
some young people believe that 
"they have nothing worth living or 
waking up for". A study last year 
found that three quarters of a million 
young people felt this way as being 
unemployed for so long has affected 
their overall well being and mental 
health. 

A recent report by the Prince's 
Trust Charity said that a third of 
young people aged 16-25 in Britain 
feel too anxious to leave their house, 
but the report also added that those 
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who are unemployed were more 
than twice as likely to feel that way. 
The report also went onto suggest 
that half of unemployed young 
people often feel anxious about 
everyday situations and a massive 46 
percent avoid meeting new people. 
As a result of this, unemployed 
young people are increasingly at 
risk of becoming socially isolated 
due to lack of confidence, and also 
as they are not able to find work 
they are also becoming hindered 
from experiencing the functions of 
everyday life. 

A social enterprise set up to 
give young people a focus and 
help tackle these problems is TRAX. 
TRAX is a local charity based in 
Osney Mead that specialises in 
bicycle refurbishment aims to make 
a difference to underprivileged 
young people aged 16-24 and has 
recently been chosen for a grant of 
£30,000 by Comic Relief. The charity 
provides training opportunities and 
counselling to young people in local 
socially challenged areas. 


You can read more about TRAX on 
page 5. 


Free training available now! 
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Our training sessions 
take place every 
Wednesday from 
10am to 1pm 

during term time only 


For information and to register email editor@leysnews.co.uk 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


rax gets 
cash boost 


OXFORDSHIRE Community 
Foundation (OCF) has 
awarded a large grant to 
Trax, an Oxford-based 
charity that provides training 
opportunities and counselling 
to disadvantaged and 
disengaged young people. 

The group, which 
specialises in bike 
refurbishment, will use 
the grant to create a 
social enterprise model 
that will allow them to be 
self-sufficient. 

OCF awarded the grant 
of £30,000 from one of 
the multiple Comic Relief 
programmes it runs. Trax’s 
application stood out from 
those OCF received because 
of its wide-reaching impact 
and ambitious plans to 
become more self-sufficient. 

Trax is establishing a 
sustainable social enterprise 
that creates employment 
opportunities for young 
people aged 16-24. This will 
be based around refurbishing 
recycled bicycles. 

Students are trained to be 
peer mentors, known as Trax 
Ambassadors, and they then 
show 8-16 year-olds how to 
re-build and maintain a bike. 
The young people attending 
the course keep the bike at 
the end, and have an 
environmentally friendly and 
healthy mode of transport. 

The ambassadors are paid 
for delivering the course, 
gaining their first paid 


employment and a route into 
the job market. Many of the 
people who access Trax are 
marginalised from school 

or society, exhibit low self- 
esteem issues and have a high 
risk of anti-social behaviour 
and becoming involved in 
criminal activity. 

Trax addresses these 
issues by offering a complete 
holistic package, mixing the 
application of practical skills 
with group work, mentoring 
support, teambuilding and 
fun. 

Each young person who 
attends Trax is treated as 
an individual and given a 
flexible service that strives 
to help individuals develop 
and reach their full potential 
before moving on to further 
education, apprenticeships or 
work. 

In Oxfordshire, youth 
unemployment peaked in 
2014 at 6.8 percent compared 
to 6.3 percent in the South 
East as a whole. Increasing 
numbers of young people 
who come to Trax because of 
difficulties at home or school. 

Many of them are 
struggling because of low 
self-esteem and confidence 
issues, behaviour problems, 
mental health issues and drug 
or alcohol misuse. Others 
have little or no qualifications 
and have been unable to 
secure work or training once 
leaving school. 

Olivia Davies, Youth 


Worker at Trax, says: “The 
push bike project has been 
a main focus in 2014, and we 
are proud of the great work 
that our youth mentors and 
students have achieved. In 
2014 the push bike team 
worked with 17 groups 
giving 150 young people the 
opportunity to fix, maintain 
and own a second hand push 
bike. This great project has 
also led to the development 
of key staff, and two of our 
youth mentors have now 
moved into full time work 
within the industry.” 

Aiden, 18, an Entry 3 Motor 
Vehicle student at Trax, said: 
“Trax is great, | never knew 
that you could use maths 
so much in the workshop... 
in fact being here has even 
made it fun!” 

Jayne Woodley, CEO of 
Oxfordshire Community 
Foundation, added: “This 
grant will make a huge 
difference to people living 
in the local area — from the 
individuals helped directly by 
the work, to the community 
more widely. We are delighted 
to be helping to get even 
more Comic Relief funding to 
the communities that need it 
most.” 
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Tenant Involvement is about starting a conversation between you, and us, the Council, 
about shaping the services we provide to you. 


We have lots of opportunities for you to get involved in - you just need to decide 
what interests you and how much of your valuable time you can spare. 


We can offer you support and training to help you. We will also cover reasonable out of pocket 
expenses which are incurred when you attend official meetings, including the cost of travel, 
childcare and other caring responsibilities you may have. 


Visit www.oxford.gov.uk/getinvolved or call 01865 252662 today 
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Thanks to the Blackbird Leys Parish Council for sponsoring this page 


WAITING in line to drop off Harry 
and George at nursery, | cannot help 
but notice that none of the other 
Mums look like they are suffering 
from post-traumatic stress disorder. 
Beads of sweat still linger on my 
brow and my eyelid won't stop 
twitching. 

I can hear a bird chirping from 
a nearby tree and the mums are 
chattering away as my head spins 
around and | scream "HARRY GET 
YOUR SHOES BACK ON!” 

My boys seem unfazed at my 


LEYS MUM 


An alternative look at 
parenting with Lauraine 
Dineen 


Morning Glory 


sudden outburst. 

We only wait in line if our 
morning has gone exactly according 
to plan, which is about once a year. 
Most days | am power walking 
up the road and Harry is trailing 
behind, praying that | am not too 
late to make the drop and do not 
have to do the dreaded We are Late 
Walk Of Shame into the front doors. 
Somebody pooed, or spilled, or had 
a last-minute change of heart about 
their underwear choice. Five times 
out of ten | am that Somebody. 


My alarm goes off at 7am 
every morning and | get up with 
a renewed sense of optimism, my 
brain blocking out the hundreds 
of failed attempts to get out of the 
door on time. 

Today will be different. Today we 
will be ready and on time. Getting 
the three of us presentable for 
public viewing takes a minimum of 
an hour and fifteen minutes. | try to 
shower before they wake. That never 
happens. 

They hear my eyes open and run 
into my room. As | get ready to step 
into the shower | spend 20 minutes 
answering questions like, “What 
are those things on the end of your 
legs?” 

| explain they are my nipples and 
then we have a lesson on gravity. 

There are six steps to our 
morning routine: 

1. Make bed 

2. Get dressed 

3. Brush teeth 

4. Do hair 

5. Eat breakfast 

6. Put on shoes and coat and get 
school bag 


THE LEYS COMMUNITY CHEST: 


Which materialize as: 

1. Throw self on floor because covers 
keep “messing up” 

2. Endure the mother of all 
screaming fits as they kick and 
scratch to be set free 

3. Squirt toothpaste all over toilet 
seat, lick it off 

4. Cry and manically shake hair with 
hands as they run away from me 

5. Spill milk and food all over 
themselves 

6. Stare into space, remain 
unresponsive until | pretend that | 
am leaving without them 

Last week, we were on time. 
Just as | walked down the hall to 
get the coats, my son threw up all 
over himself. Twice. And in not my 
proudest moment, | decided it was 
just a result of milk overload and | 
wiped him down, sprayed him with 
some Febreeze and instructed him 
not to mention this to anybody. 

“I'll just go pick him up if he’s 
sick again,” | tell myself as | get back 
home, turning my phone on silent 
and settling into my magazine (yes 
| know, | polish my Mum of the Year 
award daily). 


A few days later, the same son 
starts screaming from the bathroom 
that he needs a wee. Upon entering, 
| saw he was unable to get his pants 
off fast enough and was standing in 
a puddle of wee. Unlike the sick, this 
one required a bath. 

Every morning it is like herding 
cats without any legs, that will not 
stop screaming because they want 
to wear their wellies instead of their 
boots or a pirate outfit instead of 
their school uniform. 

Every day is a 75 minute exercise 
in self-restraint. | finally get to use 
my calm breathing technique as | 
resist the urge to grab a bottle of 
whiskey. Not to drink, but to hit 
myself over the head with. I just 
keep telling myself that as painful 
as it is to get everyone ready and 
out the door on time, it sure beats 
the alternative. Keeping everyone at 
home. 


The Leys Big 
Lunch 2015 


THERE are plans to organise 
a Big Lunch in The Leys 
on Sunday 7 June and 
volunteers are needed to 
help make this happen. 
The Big Lunch is a 
national event that brings 
the community together 
and can be whatever local 
people want it to be. Some 
ideas so far are for a street 
party, a picnic or a carnival 
themed BBQ. 


Applications wanted! 


HAVE you always wanted 

to organise a party in your 
street? Start up a coffee 
morning for you and other 
mums in the area? Or maybe 
even share your skills in 
jewellery making? 

In partnership with The 
Leys Community Partnership, 
Oxford City Council is offering 
£2,000 grant funding for a 
Community Chest Fund that 
will benefit residents living on 
The Leys. 

Community Chest funding 


Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council 
Next Meeting Date: 


Tuesday 28 April, 7pm, 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


is available to community 
groups, residents' groups 
of two or more people, 
voluntary organisations and 
social enterprises who wish 
to apply for financial support 
of up to £200 for projects, 
activities and events that 
benefit the local community. 
The deadline for the first 
applications is 4pm on Friday 
24 April. 


Parish Councillors 


@ For more information, 


aes iaiorcinfanpsenwlesta naa de please contact Milly on Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), Chris Hatton, 
ae a h ford. . . : . . 
Communities and Neighbourhoods Team on govaik or 07733301256. Daniel Jones, Jadine-Francis Kennedy, Brian Lester, Cyril 


communities@oxford.gov.uk or 01865 252828. 


Martin, Sheila Smith and Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 
(9am—5pm) 07754 271831 


Send mail to 
Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 
181 Wroslyn Road, Freeland, Witney, Oxon 0X29 8AL 


English - Maths - Reading - Science 
Ages 5-16 
Oxford Education Centres-the only tuition centre 
in Oxford staffed by fully qualified teachers 


Working Tax Credit - if you are eligible for the “childcare 
element” of Working Tax Credit, you may be able to claim 
up to 70% of the cost of The Education Centres course 
fee's as a tax credit. 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 
minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please 
go to the community website: 


www.leysonline.net 
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BY NATALIE GIDLEY 


SHOPPING for a great pair of jeans is a 
complete bore. Bums and thighs tend 
to get in the way of a perfect fit, | can 
never find the right length (regular 
is too short, long is too long) and if 
they do fit around the waist on the 
comfy side of snug, you can almost 
guarantee there will be a baggy 
excess around the back of the legs. 
Shopping really isn’t rocket science 
but shopping for jeans is certainly 
testing. And do you have to do that 
thing where you hold the back of your 
jeans while you sit down to avoid the 
ever-so-unattractive builder’s bum 
too? This quite simply isn’t good 
enough. 

| figure that it’s my complex 
womanly figure that the high street 
just can’t get to grips with when 
designing jeans, so | went on a hunt 
to find brands who understand what 
hourglass curves are all about. | tried 
out four pairs of jeans, each a size 
16 and each from a different brand 
claiming to cater for curves. 


1. Magisculp blue flared jeans at 
Marisota 

| love the light blue soft wash on these 
jeans and flared styles are going to 

be huge for spring / summer. This pair 
came up a little too small. | got them 
on but couldn't fasten the button. 


Not even before having dinner and 
sucking everything in. Due to their 
stylish appearance though (plus-size 
brands tend to be awash with frump) 
| couldn't resist trying on the next 
size up. Et voila! They fitted well and 
the elasticated part of the waistband, 
which | was apprehensive about to 
begin with, completely smoothed out 
to give a nice close fit around the hips 
and bum. 

| really like the simple back pocket 
design and exposed seam down the 
back of the leg which are great leg- 
lengthening details. 


2. Skinny-fit jeans by Elvi 

Another thing I’ve tended to steer clear 
of in the past is anything with ‘skinny’ 
or ‘drainpipe’ on the label. These jeans 
however, fit like an absolute dream. 
There is enough stretch in the denim 
to make them close fitting, like skinny 
jeans should be, but they don’t look 
or feel tight. The waistband sits high 
enough on the hips so they don’t 
shuffle down while you move about 
and they pass the builders-bum sit 
down test with flying colours! 


3. Straight leg jeans by Tu at 
Sainsburys 

OK so they're not technically a (please 
excuse the term) plus-size brand but 


FREE COURSES Al BLITZ 


» Improve your IT skills! 
» Gain a qualification! 
_olinprove your job prospects! 


Courses include: 
- IT beginners 
- IT Improvers 
¢ Bridge class 
- ITQ level 2/3 equivalei 
- PC Maintenance (Unders 
- Photoshop and Editing Digita 
« Design Your Own Web Site 


fo 


or drop in and see us in Black 


Funded cry 


Skilis Funding Gia OXFORDSHIRE 
Agen 


‘COUNTY COUNCIL 


OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UMIVERSITY 


ys Community Centre 


| usually find the Tu at Sainsbury's 
clothing range to be pretty right on 
when it comes to their sizing. Their 
jeans, thankfully are no exception. 

A great fit, these straight leg 
jeans are a more forgiving style than 
skinnies. The dark indigo wash is also 


the most flattering colour of jeans too. 
At £16 too, we can afford to buy a few 

pairs in different colours — this is more 
like it! 


4. John Baner black straight-leg 
jeans at Curvissa 
Black jeans are one of my absolute 
wardrobe essentials, especially 
reserved for those gross, unpleasant 
days when you would rather wrap up 
in a duvet and disguise your lumps 
and bumps with even squishier lumps 
and bumps. 

This pair looked promising 
with their very neat silhouette. 
Unfortunately, the sizing comes up 
very small with this brand. | could 
barely get them past my knees when 
| had to double check the label. Yep, a 
size 16. Not great for a brand whose 
clothing is aimed at plus-size ladies. 
Keeping in mind clothing sizes aren't 
regulated, | might be tempted to bite 
the bullet and order a bigger size 
because the jeans do feel like they are 
made from good quality denim. 

Once you've got hold of the right 
size, | imagine they would look quite 
flattering and give structure to your 
shape that you just won't get with 
jeans containing elastane. 


SPRING has sprung and finally we can 
all look forward to seeing our gardens 
and parks burst into life with spring 
colours. 

For many of us, Easter is the first 
time we venture outside and get a 
chance to enjoy some early sunshine 
and brighter days. 

With the Easter holidays on the 
horizon, it is the perfect time to 
organise some seasonal activities so 
why not encourage your children to 
get together with their friends and go 
ona springtime nature walk or Easter 
egg hunt? Take a picnic and enjoy all 
that the great outdoors has to offer. 
At the same time, take inspiration 
from nature and organise some craft 
activities. 

Making an Easter tree is a great 


way to really let out your creative side. 


Choose some twigs from the garden, 
preferably with plenty of leaves and 
buds, and place them in a jar, vase, 
jug or even a bucket filled with water, 
depending on how big you want 
your tree to be. Add a few daffodils 
or tulips which can be bought from 
supermarkets for a couple of pounds, 
unless you are lucky enough to have 
some in your garden or window box. 
When you are happy with your 
arrangement, start adding hanging 
decorations. Easter craft kits are 


available from shops such as The 
Works, Hobbycraft and supermarkets, 
but you can always make your own 
out of scraps of card, fabric, buttons 
and ribbons. Make simple bows in 
cheerful spring colours, or cut out 
chick, bunny, flower or egg shapes 
from cardboard and colour in or 
decorate with sequins or scraps of 
paper. Hang with ribbon from the 
twigs. Add a few chocolate mini eggs 
wrapped in foil to finish off. 

Other good Easter craft projects 
include making your own cards, 

and yummy chocolate nests using 
shredded wheat, melted chocolate 
and mini eggs to decorate. Wrap a 
few in tissue paper and cellophane, 
tie with a ribbon and give as a gift- 
perfect! 


-YS Jean Genie: Finding the perfect pair of jeans! 
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BY BETH SPEICH 


EARLIER this month, a refashioning event was held at Oxford 
Town Hall to highlight the problem of disposable fashion. 
There were many stalls, demonstrations and catwalks — all 
aimed at encouraging you to think twice before throwing 
away your old textiles. The ‘swishing’ event seemed very 
popular; where you would bring in an item of clothing you 
no longer wear and swap it for another. The refashioning of 
clothing is what | am interested in; it really pays to have some 
basic sewing skills so that nothing goes to waste. 

So in the spirit of refashion, | am sharing a simple idea 
for you to try yourself; turn a men’s sweatshirt into a ladies’ 
tank top. 

As well as an old sweatshirt, you will need a tank top that 
you, or the intended wearer, already own. Use this as a guide 
to cut the sweatshirt to size. You need to leave at least 5/8” 
seam allowance around the edges - more if the top that you 
are using as a guide has stretch. Leave the shoulder seams as 
they are. You may also like to chop off the label, too! 

| chose to leave the hem in place until | tried the top on. 
Only then did I decide to cut it away, too —- but you could do 
this at the beginning. If so, put it, along with the sleeves and 
neckline, to one side (you may use these for something else; 
waste not, want not!) 

Next, turn the piece inside out and pin the sides together 
before sewing them together in turn. 

You may leave the top like this if you like - after turning 
it right side out, of course — as the edges shouldn't fray if it’s 
made of a normal sweatshirt material. However if you are 
not too keen on this look, you can turn under the edges of 
the hem, neckline and armholes and sew them down, close 
to the edge. | used zigzag stitch to prevent the fabric from 
stretching out of shape. 

And there you have it - a new top in an evening, and an 
old sweatshirt saved from landfill. 
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Here are a few Easter treats 
available to buy-all under £7 


1. Egg hunt felt basket £2 from 
Sainsbury’s 


2. Yellow chick mug with 
marshmallows £5 from 
Sainsbury’s 


3. Pink bunny Easter egg basket 
and ten hand painted hanging 
eggs £3.95 from dotcomgiftshop 


4. Set of three decorative vintage 
paper eggs to fill £6.95 from 
dotcomgiftshop 


5. Three chicks in bonnets £2 
from Paperchase 


6. Glitter chicks Easter card £2 
from Marks and Spencer 


10] Leys News 


Children's Drawing Competition! 


NAMG! s oscacaaanaavadeddadadaaaeaaaaan AQ@: ......045 


DRAW an Easter themed picture in the 
space provided. The prize for the two most 
creative entries is a 67 piece art and craft 
set complete with wooden carry case. 


Name of parent or guardian: ............... ccc ceeeeeeeee ees 


Phone number: ...........cccceceeeeeeeeeeeeeee seen eeenes 
Send your entries by 15 April. 


Send your entries to: Children's Drawing Address: ilSyjavtaven(Gvidises o soueaere.s8 vee pa tiaudtieristisiiatialia isi sa\ie tare waroRonenerstanonetacseviaviaviarer ere 


Competition, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 


Brove lives. | 
Become a carer. 


Oxfordshire’s carers improve the quality of people's lives every day. 
It's a flexible and rewarding job that makes a real difference. 


Apply for opportunities in your area OA G(ie9 OXFORDSHIRE 


CP SS) county COUNCIL 


April 2015 


Two Oxford Firms Shortlisted 
for National Award 


BY GEORGE SCOTLAND 


TWO local organisations 
have been nominated for a 
national award for services 
to sustainable energy. 

The prestigious Ashden 
Awards established in 
2001 recognises excellence 
for organisations that 
specialise in preserving 
energy and for those 
that aim to help create a 
cleaner, greener society. 
The Low Carbon Hub and 
Enistic both based in the 
centre of the city have 
been shortlisted for the 
award after dedicating their 
time to helping the local 
community. 

The Low Carbon Hub 
was set up as a social 
enterprise helped with 
funding from Oxfordshire 
City and County Council. 
The hub helps to develop 
renewable energy schemes 
which puts local power 
in the hands of local 
people with the aim of 
conservation and guiding 
them forward for the 
future. 

Last year the 
organisation raised nearly 
£1.7 million through a 


community share offer to 
fund the installation of solar 
panel roofs for a number of 
schools and two businesses 
in Oxfordshire. They have 

a clear vision for the future 
of energy solution in the 
local area and want rivers 
and rooftops to become 
the power stations of the 
future to help create a 
locally owned renewable 
energy system. Barbara 
Hammond, Chief Executive 
of Low Carbon Hub said: 
"We are delighted that 

the Low Carbon Hub has 
been shortlisted for the 
2015 Ashden Awards. It is 
areal boost to community 
energy in Oxfordshire and 
to hard work of all our 
communities and partners.” 

Enistic, also shortlisted 
for the Awards, was 
established in 2009 and has 
expanded throughout the 
world in the five years they 
have been running, from 
helping start ups to global 
giants. 

Enistic specialises in 
advanced technology that 
installs wireless metering 
hardware which keeps 
track of energy use ina 
building, down to the level 


how to enter pieas 


ww.templarssquare.com 


TEMPLARS SQUARE 


www.templarssquare.com 


Shopping Centre 


of individual plug sockets 
if needed. The data that is 
gathered from the tracking 
device is then analysed 
and presented to clients 
ina web browser, helping 
them find opportunities 
to become more energy 
efficient and cutting their 
bills. Enistic already has 
over 200 clients including 
universities, hospitals and 
schools. Darryl Mattocks, 
Managing Director of 
Enistic said: "The Enistic 
team and | are delighted 
to be nominated for 

the prestigious Ashden 
Awards in recognition of 
our energy management 
work.” 

The 2015 Ashden 
Awards will take place on 
11 June. Winners of The 
Award will collect a prize 
fund of between £10,000 
and £40,000 and will gain 
entry to an elite group 
of Ashden Alumni which 
will boost their chances 
of attracting new funding 
and customers. Ashden 
also gives winners tailored 
business support and a 
global platform to help 
build their profile. 


www.templarssquare.com 
129 Pound Way, Cowley, 
Oxford, OX4 3XH 


Tel: 01865 74886 


f ¥ 
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Shopping at the heart of your community 
Visit us at www.templarssquare.com, 


Arts and culture EQ TEMPLARS SQ 
register for our newsletter or join us on Facebook o Shoppl'4 Certyre. 


Young artists flourishing at Leys CDI 


at four levels; Discover and Explore, 
Bronze, Silver and Gold. 


a proposal for an art project they called — be displayed to the public in a gallery in 
‘My world My life’. Two young people Oxford. Rory Campbell, who has been 


The courses involve exploring from CDI gave a presentation to the helping to deliver the project said: “The 
the arts through participation and funding panel and gained £3000 to project is approaching the halfway 
F are designed to be tailored to fit the fund the project. Within the project stage and already I'm amazed at some 
interests of individual young people. young people will use various forms of — of the issues that are being tackled, 
The young people at CDI worked hard _art to explore race, class, gender and it really is true that a picture speaks a 


to achieve their qualifications; writing the world around them. thousand words. This will be a really 
poetry, attending events, researching The young people will work with interesting and inspiring exhibition and 
and presenting information on their New York artist Aaron Hossanah to | would recommend anyone to come 
arts heroes and heroines and sharing create their original pieces, which will and see it.” 

their artistic skills and knowledge with 
other members of CDI. 

CDI staff member Rory Campbell 
took the lead in compiling the evidence 
for the Bronze Awards and said: “It's 
wonderful to see the young people 
so inspired and some great work has 
been produced. It’s very satisfying to be 
able to reward their hard work with a 
tangible qualification.” 

The work is currently in the process 
of being moderated and it is expected 
that the young people will receive 
their awards in the next month or 
so. CDI is currently planning to start 
a programme delivering Silver Arts 
Awards in the very near future. 

THE Leys CDI youth project is helping completed Bronze level Arts Awards As well as these fantastic 

young artists to explore their creativity through attending sessions and achievements, another artistic project is 

and gain accreditation through a series — workshops facilitated by CDI. The Arts —_ also underway at CDI. 

of exciting projects. Award qualification is supported by Last December the young people 
Eight young people recently Trinity College London and is available —_ applied to Positive Activities Fund with 


ai A 


@ If you would like to find out more about these projects or anything else related to Leys CDI please contact the team at leyscdi@btconnect.com 


EVENTS 


Folk Weekend 

17 - 19 April. 

This month sees Oxford's fourth Folk 
Weekend, the city's community folk 
festival. Folk Weekend welcomes you 
in to our local folk scene, with a unique 
mix of concerts, ceilidhs, and sessions 
showcasing the best of Oxfordshire's 
talent alongside nationally-acclaimed 
artists and performers. 
www.folkweekendoxford.co.uk 


BY BECKY LEE 


HOW TO SEW... 
= 


Great British Drawings 

26 March — 31 August. 

More than one hundred works by some 
of the country's greatest artists. 

The collection of British drawings 
and watercolours in the Ashmolean is 
one of the largest and most important in 
the world. Great British Drawings shows 
more than one hundred works by some 
of the country’s greatest artists, to trace 
the history of drawing in Britain. Many of 
the drawings are shown for the first time 
in public. 

Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont Street, 
Oxford OX1 2PH, Tuesday to Sunday, 10am 
to 5pm 


How to Make the Sock turning and stuffing. fairly tight to make a neck. 
Bunny Trim around the bunny 9. Mark with pins where 

1. Turn your sock inside ears. you would like to place 
out and flatten out with 5. Turn right side out. the eyes and nose, then 
the heel facing up. 6. Fill with the rice, embroider or sew on your 
2. With your ruler and lavender and then the eyes and nose. 

pencil mark the centre top _ toy filling, making sure 10. Massage the bunny 


Sock Bunny 


© One child's sock 

® Ruler and pencil 

© Rice (optional) 

® Lavender (optional) 
© Toy stuffing filler 


¢ Sewing machine 

¢ Matching thread 

e Needle 

© Scissors 

¢ Embroidery thread or 
small buttons for the eyes 
e Ribbon 

® Pins 


part in half. 

3. From just above the 
heel mark two bunny 
shape ears. 

4. With your sewing 
machine sew all the way 
around your bunny ears 
leaving a 4cm gap for 


to push the stuffing into 
the ears, and shaping it as 
you go. 

7. Once filled hand sew the 
gap closed using a ladder 
stitch. 

8. Tie the ribbon around 
the bunny's neck pulling it 


into a bunny shape if 
needed and stand back 


and admire your Bunny. 


Cute, isn’t he? 


Alchemy and the Laboratory 

Until 7 June. 

An exhibition of alchemical images and 
manuscripts from the archives. 
Museum of the History of Science, Broad 
Street, Oxford OX1 3AZ. 12-5pm Tue-Fri, 
10am-5pm Sat, 2-5pm Sun, Free. 
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SPRING INTO ACTION! 
Free sports at Leys 
Leisure Centre 


YOUNG people aged 14 - 21 
have the chance to get active 
right on their doorstep. 

Oxford City Council's Youth 
Ambition Programme is offering 
football focused multi-sport 
sessions for young people from 
Blackbird Leys and surrounding 
areas. 

Sessions take place on 
Fridays, from 7-9pm at the Leys 
Leisure Centre Sports Hall. 

If you love sport or just 
want to try out something new, 
then take advantage of the free 
sessions using the state of the 
art new facilities at Leys Leisure 
Centre. 

If you want more information 
about the Youth Ambition 
programme, a full programme of 
activities can be found at: www. 
oxford.gov.uk/communitysport 

You don't have to book in 
advance, just turn up and play. 

Like the Facebook page 
or follow Youth Ambition on 


Twitter to keep up to date with 
opportunities. 


BOUNTS REWARDS 


It is not just about having fun 
either, you can also earn Bounts 
rewards. By turning up to 
sessions you can earn 30 Bounts 
points which can be redeemed 
against a wide range of items 
including Oxford United tickets, 
Love2shop gift vouchers, days 
out and much more. 

Bounts is simple and easy to 
use: 
1. Attend your first session and 
get a free key tag from the 
session instructor — remember 
to have it scanned at your first 
session. 
2. Register your key tag when 
you get home at www.bounts.it 
3. Remember to take your key 
tag to every session you attend, 
get it scanned and watch your 
points tot up. 


= www.facebook.com/oxfordyouthambition 


twitter.com/oxyouthambition 


To find out more and to register for the workshops please email 


editor@leysnews.co.uk 


We look forward to seeing you! 


Look on the 
bright side 


IT GOES without saying that it is 
amazing what one human being can do 
for another in their time of need. Yes, 
lam talking about the just concluded 
Comic Relief. When we come together 
and put aside our differences, we 

can really exceed ourselves and do 
something positive to change the state 
of the world. This is because at the end 
of the day all we want is happiness, no 
matter what part of the universe you 
are in. If we are happy, then the world is 
generally a much better place. 

What is the real meaning of life? Is it 
happiness? And what brings happiness, 
is it money, wealth, family, friends, 
feeling loved or appreciated? 

You know, the fleeting state of 
happiness is not dependent on what 


Stella Gathenya continues her 

new column contrasting the differences 
between living here in the UK with life in 
her native Africa. 


society dictates for us but rather it is all 
within the enclaves of our minds. 

We need to change the perception 
that society has placed upon us and 
realise the fact that we hold the key 
to our own joy. True happiness comes 
from making the most of each moment 
that we get to experience. 

It also dawned on me that it is 
hard to talk about happiness without 
mentioning sorrow and compassion 
without reference to suffering or even 
about life without death coming to 
mind. It may well be the reason why 
happiness is so elusive, because we are 
looking for it in all the wrong places, we 
go about it the wrong way. 

| think that the happiest people are 
those that have been through the most 
difficult times and those with the most 
beautiful smiles are those whose name 
sorrow knows. | always say we have 
all got a story to tell, as long as we are 
alive. 

Well, they say life’s like a river. The 
winding paths are a perfect definition 


ACKHI Press 


April 2015 


of our journey. We start out so pure 
but find rocks and boulders along the 
way, picking impurities, vices as well 

as virtues. We are born into families, 

go on to make friends and meet good 
Samaritans who make us strong when 
we are at our weakest. They pick us up 
from the rubble, wipe our tears, help us 
get back on our feet and wish us good 
luck. 

These are the people that make our 
journey bearable, yes, bearable but our 
happiness must come from within. We 
shall only achieve it by silencing the 
chaos within us after everyone around 
is long gone. When we go back to the 
confines of our humble abodes, when 
we lay down in the night and all we 
have are our thoughts. When we wake 
up in the morning and ask ourselves if 
it is all worth it, when our enemies try 
to put us down. That is when we need 
to channel our inner willpower, find our 
happiness. 

To get what we want in life is to face 
our fears, tough as it is. It is inevitable 
that as we near the end of this tricky 
journey we will have grown. We will 
have learned from our experiences and 
perfected the art of picking only the 
good. Improving what we can. 

| felt compelled to commend the 
British public for this act of compassion 
because compassion is our hope, 
it is what rejuvenates us. If only we 
embraced this more, then the world 
would be a much better place. 


Presents the book launch of: 


Interactive reading/ performances -5.30om-/pm 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 
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Leys Learning 


Community 


with almost £40,000 


INSPIRATIONAL social enterprise 
projects have secured a total of 
nearly £40,000 in the biggest 
ever Dragons’ Den pitch event 
for Oxford Brookes Social 
Entrepreneur Awards (OBSEA). 
OBSEA’s theme is From Passion to 
Action, and the aim is to support 
individuals in making a real social 
impact using an entrepreneurial 
approach. 

In total, more than 15 projects 
pitched to three panels of 
Dragons for awards ranging from 
the Try It Award of up to £500 
to the Do It and Build It awards 
of up to £5,000 and £15,000 
respectively. The event saw the 
Dragons award one Build It, 
four Do It and nine Try It awards 
with decisions based around 
the calibre and passion of the 
individual, the strength of the 
idea and the durability of the 
business model. 

An additional award for 
The Social Entrepreneur of the 
Year of £1,000 funding was 
gifted by the OBSEA team, with 
sponsorship from Santander 


OXFORD 


UK, and presented by rower 

Tim Foster, MBE, Olympic Gold 
Medallist to a student who has 
shown commitment and growth 
throughout their OBSEA journey. 
After the deliberations of the 
Dragons, who were all external 
social entrepreneurs in their own 
right, the key winners were: 


- The Arts Excite - Jordon 
Maynard-Daley —- Build It Award 
£12,000 

* Contemporary Arts Research 
Unit (CARU) - Aya Kasai - Do 

It Award £5,000 & Social 
Entrepreneur of the Year £1,000 
- Recruit Young Business Agency 
- Dina Douglas - Do It Award 
£5,000 

« Fluid Motion — Alun Bonello - Do 
It Award £5,000 

- Hill End Writing Retreats - Ben 
Wilkins — Do It Award £5,000 


London 2012 Gold Medalist, 
Dr Katherine Grainger CBE 
and incoming Chancellor of 
Oxford Brookes University has 
been involved in the OBSEA 


WELL <= 


schemes awarded 


programme since it began in 
2012, she said: “Having a goal and 
setting yourself a target about 
something you feel passionate 
about is important both as a 
student and in life generally and 
all the better if it involves helping 
people who are less fortunate 
than ourselves. Whether people 
are successful today or not they 
should be proud of what they are 
doing and should keep moving 
forward with their vision.” 

OBSEA Programme Lead, 
Roberto Daniele commented: 
“Our awards evening honoured 
all our winners from this year 
and was a real celebration of 
achievement. Oxford Brookes 
has a key role to play in 
supporting these developing 
social entrepreneurs, who will 
hopefully go on to become future 
change-makers in Oxford, the UK, 
or potentially across the world. 
| can’t wait to see what these 
OBSEA winners will achieve.” 


New adult literacy scheme 
for Blackbird Leys 


BEING able to read is something most of 
us take for granted. We think nothing of 
reading signposts when we're driving, 
labels in the supermarket, or the TV guide 
when we're relaxing in the evening. It’s 
easy to forget that some of us aren't so 
lucky. One in 20 adults have the reading 
level expected of a five-year-old. They 
may be adept at hiding it, but low levels 
of literacy can make everyday tasks a 
struggle. 

Read Easy aims to change people’s 
lives by helping them learn to read. It’s a 
charitable organisation that offers free, 
local, one-to-one coaching to adults who 
want to improve their reading. 

The first Read Easy group was set up 
in Dorset in 2010 and since then it has 
been steadily expanding into other parts 
of the country. A new Read Easy group 
has just been started in Blackbird Leys 
and is actively seeking people who want 
to get involved. 

Adults who wish to improve their 
literacy with Read Easy are matched to 
volunteers by a coordinator. The coaching 
is confidential and there are no classes 
with other readers. Instead, new readers 
meet up with their reading coaches 
one-to-one at approved local venues. 


They can learn at their own pace, using 
a phonics-based reading manual that 
has been designed specifically for adult 
learners. If you or someone you know 
could benefit from this service, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

Volunteering with Read Easy is a 
rewarding experience for anyone who 
wants to make a difference to the lives of 
others and has some time to spare. Read 
Easy Blackbird Leys is now established 
with a full management committee, but is 
seeking someone with strong people and 
organisational skills to take on the crucial 
and very rewarding volunteer role of the 
Coordinator. 

The group is also looking for 
volunteers to become reading coaches, 
as well as for people wanting to learn to 
read. 


# If you would like to become part 
of this exciting new venture in any 
way, please contact Angie Dormon at 
blackbirdleys@readeasy.org.uk 


@ For further information about 
Read Easy, please visit the Read Easy 
website: www.readeasy.org.uk 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


DONE! 
THE LEYS 


FOR NEARLY > 


2 12 TONNE 


www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling 
twitter.com/Recycle4Oxford 


01865 249811 


We spoke to 1,482 of you during 

our festive food recycling campaign 
in December and January and 
handed out 1,402 new food recycling 
caddies and over 3,000 rolls of free 
compostable liners. 


Food is collected weekly for recycling, which 
eliminates odors forming in the fortnightly 
collected green refuse bin. The food is then 
recycled into compost, a rich fertilizer and 
electricity for the Oxfordshire area. 


Recycling your food is easy, 
if you need help to recycle 
please contact us. 


recycling@oxford.gov.uk 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. 
Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 
12 months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 31N. 
07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 
Arar Childminding 
07417 439520 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX. 
@ 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
01865 777137 


Cafe Spice 

98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, OX4 4HX 
01865 747575 
info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS. 

01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 

34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 
OX4 4LD. 

01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
01865 792037 


The Garden 
99-100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
01865 891663 


Email us at 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR. 
%@ 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 
01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
01865 326066 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
children / babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Start your own business 
with Neals Yard Remedies. 
@ Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
901865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS. 
01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face. Beauty treatments, 
holistic therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford OX4 
3PH 

‘@ 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, 0X4 7ZD. 
01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

%@ 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
® 07887296583 
www.facebook.com/ 
LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY. 
01865 242641 


editor@leysnews.co.uk or call 01865 711756 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 67). 
01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY. 
01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


Problem selling or renting your 
residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 
Want a fast sale at near market 
price? Solutions for properties with 
: work taken on. Whatever your 
circumstances there may bea 
solution for you. 
@ Call Marilyn on 01865 308067 
or 07990 630 332 
TAXIS 
ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 597029 
Air Link Oxford 
01865 434040 
Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
01865 406070 
WINDOW CLEANERS 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD. 
01865 777889 
Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
01865 773486 
WRITING, 
EDITING 
& PROOFING 
Experienced freelance writer and 
editor offers professional, confidential 
editing, and proof-reading.CVs, formal 
letters, thesis, manuscripts, brochures, 
invitations, etc. Can produce work 
overnight. Highly competitive prices. 
Contact Leys News office. 


little or no equity, refurbishment 
E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
MRF 
and reliable service for writing, 
@® 01865 711756. 
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If you have a service or event you'd like to include, please ring 01865 711756 


ADVICE 


H@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am—12pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

@ 01865 770206 


H Young People's Jobshop 

Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the 
Early Intervention Blackbird Leys Young 
People Centre. Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to-one 
advice. 


@ Leys Job Club 

Free support for anyone who would like 
help with learning or training, or would 
like to consider a new job, or taking up 
work for the first time. 

Sessions are held at the Youth and 
Community Centre every Wednesday 
from 10am—12pm. Just drop in. 
Other job club sessions are held in the 
children’s Centre, please call for details. 
@ Call or text, 0793 1400 108 


CHILDREN 


= New Baby Group 

Inc. Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm—2.30pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon Corner. 
@ Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja for 
Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 

@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

@® 01865 772886. 

@ Maluchy group 

For Polish speaking families with 
children ages 0-5 years. Saturday, 
10.00am-11.30am, at Pegasus School. 
@® Agata, 07874 187 704 
Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

%& Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 


@ 35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


@ Little Doves Stay & Play 
Thursdays (term time), 9am—12pm, at 
Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. 


@ Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


H Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


@ Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
7.00-9.15pm. 

%& Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


Dovecote Afterschool Club 
Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 

@ 01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 


BLAP Afterschool Club 
Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 ina structured environment. 
3.00—5.30pm. 

£1.50 per session 

® 07530933690 

and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


@ Tiny Tots Majorettes 

(For ages 4—7yrs) At the Barn in 
Nightingale Avenue, Wednesdays, from 
6—6.45pm. £3. 

New members welcome. 

%& Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


@ Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4—5pm 

£1.20. For 14-18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


@ Rainbows 

For girls aged 5-7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 5.30—6.30pm, 
at the Holy Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

‘@ Alexandra, 07804 500313 


@ Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 years. 
@ 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 

Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


‘@ 01865 770403 


@ Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

‘@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


Ht Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, email, file 
management, PC maintenance and 
more. 

@ 01865 806453 


LEISURE 


@ Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


@ Boxing Club 

Tues and Thurs 7.30—9.00pm, 

at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys Rd. 
@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 

@ The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

@ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 


@ Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6pm. 

‘@ David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


Ef Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 
@ Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


@ Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West. Club is looking for new 
members and invites men, women, boys 
and girls of all ages and abilities. 

@ 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


BBL Leisure Centre 

Zumba: Mondays, 10.30—11.30am 
Body Balance: Tuesdays, 11—12pm 
Legs, Bums, Tums: Wednesdays, 
10.15—11.15am 

Body Pump: Thursdays, 9.30—10.30am 
Pilates: Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am 
Boxercise: Fridays, 10.30—11.30am 
Overs 50s indoor cycling: Mondays, 
11.30-12.15pm 

@ 01865 467020 


BBL Swimming Pool 
Blackbird Leys Road. 

General swimming times are: 
Mon and Fri, 5.45—6.45pm; 

Sat and Sun, 11.15am—1pm, 

and 1.30-2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 

Mon, 12—1pm; 

Wed, 11.30-12.30pm 

Water Workout: Tue and Fri, 12—1pm 
Slimming World: Thurs, 12—1pm 
@ 01865 467040 


OLDER PEOPLE 


@ Walking Football 

Oxford City FC, Sat, 10—11am, £3.50 
Anna McKay, 01235 849403 
annamckay@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 


@ Prime Time Over 50s group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am—3.30pm, at 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, Pegasus 
Road (£2). Keep fit, bingo, indoor bowls, 
speakers, activities and trips. 

& 07534 740589 


Ht Golden Circle 
@& Mrs Williams, 01865 770626 
and 07748 999522 


i Silver Circle 
@ 435954 


@ Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
0X4 7W). 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


@ Friendleys Coffee, Cake & Chat 
Wednesdays, 10.30am—Ipm 

Jack Argent Room, BBL Community 
Centre, £2 

@ 07810 047819 

H Over 60s Bingo Club 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

@ David Stonehill 01865 777074 

or Anne Ranger 01865 430504 


The Clockhouse 


see box on opposite page 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


@ Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
® 01865 247788 


B Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 
10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 
Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. 
@® 07974185554 


m@ Rosewood Club 

for people with dementia 

Open weekdays, 9.30am—3pm. Providing 
a stimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your family carer gets a well-earned 
break. £12 per day all inclusive, plus a 
transport charge if used. 

@ To arrange an informal visit call Julie 
Perks 749349 or email 

rosewood @daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


The Clockhouse Community Centre 


WELLBEING 


@ Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30—7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 

@& Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


@ Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


= ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

@® 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 
gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


@ The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

@® 01865 794794 


@ Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 

A self-help group of people who use 


Leys Community Market 


For more details or to book 


or have used Mental Health Services, a place please contact 
working together to get support or to leyscommunitymarket@ 
share experiences. Lunch available for £1. yahoo.com 
a 
lle or Christine 07914395619 
NOTICES 
Socialist Party Seaside daytrip to Weston 
Meeting Super-Mare 
Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. Saturday 16 May 
Starts 7.30pm 
@® 0208 9888777 Coach leaves Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre at 8.30am 
and returning at 6pm. 
The Leys Wi Bingo and raffle en-route 
Meets the first Wednesday of Cost: £18 pp 


each month, 7.30—9.30pm, 


at The Clockhouse. call Julie Weller 07754 217128 
@ Sue, 07786158229 on 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk Email: juty1308@yahoo.co.uk 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, and all Leys over 50s are very welcome! 


ADVANCE NOTICE: 

This year’s CLOCKHOUSE OPEN DAY 
will be on Saturday 16 May. 

Stalls, teas, activities, and friends to 
meet. Please come and support us! 


game — or just enjoy meeting and 
chatting with others. Every Monday 
(except 30 March/6 April — Easter break) 
1.30-3.30pm. £1. 


DANCE FOR OVER 50s 

Move around the floor, dance seated, 

or just watch and enjoy! No partner or 
experience needed. Monthly dances. 
Next one: Monday 27 April: LINE DANCE. 
Tam-12pm. £2. 


WELCOME EVENTS FOR LOCAL OVER-50s. 
New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? 
Meet others at these FREE, friendly 
socials. Our community project is for 
everyone aged 50 and over, living 
anywhere on the Leys. We run lots of 
great, low-cost activities. Please tel: 
01865 395908 for date and details of our 
next Welcome Social. 


YOGA FOR OVER 50s 

Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 
Beginners welcome. Every Tuesday, 
10—-11am (except 31 March/7 April). Start 
OVER-50s ADVICE any week. £2. 
FREE monthly, confidential, advice at 

the Clockhouse (benefits, debt, housing, 
consumer issues), with an adviser 

from Agnes Smith Advice Centre. Next 
ones: Monday 27 April Appointments: 
10am—12pm, drop-in: 12-12.30 pm. To 
book an appointment please tel: 395908. 
CRAFTS GROUP FOR OVER 50S 

Bring your own knitting, crochet, 
papercraft, or sewing and have a natter. 
Drink/biscuits included. £1. Every 
Wednesday (except 1 and 8 April), 
Tam-12.30pm. 


SINGING FOR FUN for OVER 50s 
EveryTuesday (except 31 March/7 April), 
1.30-3.30pm. THIS GROUP IS CURRENTLY 
FULL — phone 395908 to go on the 
waiting list. 


NEW! MONDAY TEA-TIME SOCIAL FOR 
OVER 50s 

New tea-time social club fora friendly 
cup of tea and a chat. Scrabble and 
dominoes available if you feel like a 


TAI CHI FOR OVER 50s 

Seated/standing exercise to help you get 
more supple, and boost energy. Every 
Thursday morning (except 2 and 9 April), 
10-Nam. £2. 


need to book. Tel: 07951149724 (Jimmy), 
or 07962887379 (Gerry). 


EVENING SOCIALS 

Join Clockhouse Activity Nights Group! 
ADULTS OF ALL AGES WELCOME. £2 
includes drink/biscuits. Next meeting: 
BINGO NIGHT on Wednesday 29 April, 
7-9 pm. Tel: 01865 395908. 


GARDENING CLUB 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation). 
Adults of ALL ages welcome. You don’t 
have to be an active gardener. Next 
meeting: Thursday 2 April: “Make a Bird 
Table!” — Watch a demonstration and 
have a go yourself — with Monique from 
the Conservation Volunteers. 2—4pm. 
Tel: 01865 395908. 


COMMUNITY GARDENING FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 

Adult volunteers of all ages needed, to 
help keep the Clockhouse garden looking 
beautiful in every season. Enjoy fresh 

air and good company, while doing 
something really positive for your local 
ART GROUP FOR OVER-50s community. Tel: 395908. 
Beginners welcome. Meeting every 
other Thursday 2-4 pm at Potters 
Court, Robin Place, Greater Leys, Oxford 
OX4 7FF. £1, includes art materials and 
refreshments. “Do your own thing” with 
watercolours, acrylics or sketching. 

Tel: 395908 to check April dates. 


ROSEWOOD CLUB 

Fun, sociable and stimulating days for 
people with dementia, and a break 

for their carers. £12 a day includes a 

hot two-course meal, and beverages. 
Transport (if required) is an extra £5 per 
day. Open each weekday. Tel: 749349 or 
COMPUTER COURSES FOR OVER-50s email: rosewood@daybreak-oxford.org. 
Learn at your own pace with the uk for more details or to book an initial 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete _visit. 

beginners welcome. £1 a session. You 


Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX (look for the clocks on the roof) @* 01865 395908 E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


@ Church of the Holy Family www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 
Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, with 

children’s activities. @ Leys Community Church 
Timeout: Reflective worship. Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford 
Most Sundays, 6.30pm. Academy, Beecroft Room 

Church Office Hour: Mondays (except (includes special activities for children 
bank holidays) at 6.30— 7.30pm. For and young people). 

enquiries, hall bookings, wedding @ Andy and Nicci Longmore, 01865 
arrangements. 779700, 


@ Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 
and Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


www.leyscommunitychurch.org.uk 


& Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room at the 
BBL Community Centre, Sundays, 
Tlam—2pm 

@ 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


@ Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at theSacred Heart, Sawpit Road. 
Sunday Service: 2.30—5pm 

Bible study: Wednesdays: 6—8pm, 
except last Friday of month. 


%@ 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 @ Sacred Heart Catholic Church 


Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 
Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
and children’s liturgy; and at 6pm. 
@ 01865 776903 


Sunday Service: 11lam—1.30pm. 

All night prayers: Fridays, 7—9pm. 
Bible Study: Sundays, 11lam—12pm. 
@ Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 
07932 964056 and 07877 054600 
Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


& Christian Harvest Ministries 
Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 3—5.30pm. 
‘@ Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 @ Kingsway International 
Christian Centre (Oxford branch) 
Sunday service: 1lam—Ipm, 
children's church runs concurrently. 
Friday Prayer Meeting: 6—7pm. 

The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BU. 

@ 07951262426 
admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 

www. kiccoxford.org.uk 


@ Seventh Day Adventist Church 
1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
Saturday first service: 9.45—11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www. freebible.org.uk 


@ Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 
Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 
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YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


@ PARISH COUNCIL 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Mrs Ann Booker. 
Non-position holders: Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Jadine-Francis Kennedy, 
Brian Lester, Cyril Martin, Mrs Sheila Smith, Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 07754 271831 (9am—5pm, Monday to Friday). 
Send mail to Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 181 Wroslyn Road, Freeland, 
Witney, Oxon 0X29 8AL. 


Also check leysonline.net to find out about Parish Council Meetings. 


@ OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 


BLACKBIRD LEYS WARD 

Linda Smith — Labour. 125 Oxford Road, Old Marston, Oxford, OX3 ORB 

@ 07961121704 __E: cllrlsmith@oxford.gov.uk 

Rae Humberstone — Labour. 75 Little Bury, Greater Leys, Oxford, OX4 7UZ 
@® 01865779678 Mobile: 07768 429566 

E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk 

NORTHFIELD BROOK WARD 

Sian Taylor — Labour. 5 Regent Street, Oxford, OX4 10U 

@ 07767 311425 _ E: cllrstaylor@oxford.gov.uk 

Scott Seamons — Labour. 24 Partridge Walk, Greater Leys, Oxford, 0X4 7BZ 
@® 01865 802350 E: cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


@ OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 


LEYS DIVISION 

Steve Curran — Labour. 88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, OX4 11G 
@® 01865 727824 Mobile: 07941 785538 

E: stephen.curran@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


m@ MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 


@ Andrew Smith —Labour. Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford. 
@® 01865 595790 E: andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 
Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 3pm. 


WANT TO ADVERTISE 
IN LEYS NEWS? 


S & R CHILDS 
FUNERAL SERVICES 
Managed by the third generation of Childs family, 


142 Oechord Rood 
Cowley 
Onford 

OXx4 2EA 

Tek 00865 714007 


Phanmacy House 
4 London Road 
Headington 
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Tel: 01865 drat 


Mi The Parade 
Onion’ Road 
Radbington C05 TEE 
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www srchilds.couk info@erchilds.couk 
Wie seercialion in repatriation bo and frown ihe LIK 
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1 Courtland Road 
Kusechill 
Onlord (M4 4H 
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4 Elms Parade 
Botley 
Osfard ONT IL 
Tel: 01865 245464 
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Defeat for Unite 


ERLANG 


James Roberts has a shot saved. 


BY GEORGE 
SCOTLAND 


MICHAEL Appleton's management 
of Oxford United came into further 
question as his side lost 2-0 at home 
to bottom of the league Hartlepool. 

Lacklustre United who have only 
conceded one goal in their last five 
games started brightly but could 
not convert possession into chances. 
Ryan Bird then fired Pool in front in 
the 33rd minute against the run of 
play driving in a rebound by former 
United player Jonathan Franks after 
keeper Ryan Clarke parried a shot 
away. 

Oxford, like they have been all 
season, failed to match possession 


with end product remaining shot 
shy throughout the whole of the 

90 minutes, with their best chance 
coming after Patrick Hoban not 
taking up an opportunity set up 
beautifully by on loan signing Kemar 
Roofe. 

It didn't get much better in the 
second half after Hartlepool made it 
2-0 after centre back Johnny Mullins 
conceded a controversial penalty 
after the ball struck his hand. Bird 
had an opportunity to score two on 
the night but his penalty was saved 
by Clarke with Neil Austin firing up 
another rebound. 


Probably Oxford's best chance 
of the night came when wonder kid 
Callum O'Dowda headed against 
the post when two players lay on 
the floor after a clash of heads. 
Alarm bells rang when surprisingly it 
was O'Dowda who was subbed by 
Appleton for Striker James Roberts 
after the fans chanted for him to be 
brought on. Appleton defended the 
decision and explained "The boy 
was shattered, he was shattered 
at half time and we were thinking 
about doing it then. He's had a big 
couple of months, and he looked 
very tired”. 


Ten minutes from time a freak 
incident involving the referee, 
Patrick Miller saw him being carried 
off on a stretcher after appearing 
to twist his knee with nine minutes 
added on there was no sign of 
Oxford scoring a consolation goal. 

A crowd of 4,800 attended the 
Kassam last night in a defeat that 
brings the Yellows further into a 
relegation dogfight with nine games 
to go. United are away to automatic 
promotion contenders Shrewsbury 
in their next fixture. 


Oxford Blackbirds Boys and Girls Football Club 


OXFORD Blackbirds Under 11's 
finished the season with a hard fought 
win against Didcot Casuals. A solitary 
goal from an Alhagi Chone long 

range strike was enough to give the 
Blackbirds the win. With the three 
points gained Oxford Blackbirds still 
have a slight chance of promotion to 
the B-League, but rely on results going 
their way. 

Blackbirds Under 14's side came 
away from Chalgrove with three 
points as they beat Chalgrove 
Cavaliers 5-0 ina game of two halves. 

It was a shaky first half where the 
young Blackbird Leys side looked 
under a lot of pressure. The Blackbirds 
held together as a strong defensive 
which was couple d with some 
outstanding stops by keeper Joseph 
Gaul and they managed to stay in the 
game and held on to finish the first 
half 0-0. 

After an inspiring team talk by new 


coach Lorne Grove Blackbirds came 
out a different side for the second half. 
A number of impressive combination 
plays, along with two superb wonder 
goals by Kian Gaul, one with his left 
foot and the other with his right, and a 
hat trick of classy finishes from Heath 
Cockburn gave the Blackbirds a much 
deserved 5-0 win. 

The Blackbirds Under 18's side also 
came away from their away fixture 
with three points as they came from 
behind to beat Yarnton 3-1. 

Yarnton opened the scoring with 
a goal from Luke Johnson against the 
run of as he broke and scored from 
close range. However the lead was 
short lived and Toby Smith scored 
with in five minutes to bring the score 
level. 

Blackbirds started to take control 
of the game and were knocking the 
ball around with impressive style, and 
with ten minutes to go in the first half 


Yasine Lamzini scored to finish off a 
fine move down the left wing. 

In the second half the Blackbirds 
squandered several chances, including 
one from two yards that Callum 
Bloomfield sliced over the bar, before 
Lamzini got his second finishing a 
great cross from Smith with a perfect 
header that beat the rooted keeper. 

This now puts Blackbirds top of the 
A-League by three points with three 
games to play. 

Oxford Blackbirds are forming 
three new sides and are looking for 
new players to join the sides. There 
will be a group for children under six 
that will be training 10-11.30am on 
Saturdays, also an under 7's side that 
will be entered as an Under 7's side 
for the start of the 2015-16 season 
who will also be training 10-11.30 ona 
Saturday and there will also be a new 
under 8's side being formed for the 
2015-16 season who will be training 


10-11am ona Sunday. All of the 
groups will be training on Blackbird 
Leys Field, Cuddesdon Way, Blackbird 
Leys. 


@ For more information on joining, 
volunteering or sponsoring 
Oxford Blackbirds please email 
oxfordblackbirds@yahoo.co.uk or 
find us on facebook. 


April 2015 


ROVERS 
CRUISE 
TOAWIN 


BY STUART PARSONS 


BLACKBIRD Rovers cruised into the 
final of the Couling Cup with a 7-2 
win over St. Clements. 

Aaron Barrett opened the 
scoring in the first five minutes 
when he finished from close range. 
The early goal set Rovers on their 
way and goals from quick footed 
David Jennings and centre back 
Michael Steers put the Blackbird 
Leys side 3-0 up within 30 minutes. 

A rare attack from St. Clements 
and an even rarer lapse in 
concentration from the Blackbirds 
defensive trio, saw Sean Lewis put 
James Brown through on goal and 
pull one back for the visitors. 

Aaron Barrett latched onto 
a ball from Jerome McCalmon 
and restored Rovers three goal 
advantage when he slotted the ball 
home. 

With Rovers coasting along, 
manager Wayne Cooper bravely 
used all three of his subs ten 
minutes into the second half 
replacing Barrett, Craig Bloomfield 
and, club captain, McCalmon with 
Wayne Desmond, teenager Yasine 
Lamzini and Aaron Williams. 

Desmond made an instant 
impact when he rose to meet a Luke 
Bremner cross and headed the ball 
past the rooted keeper. Defender 
Steers completed his brace with a 
fine finish, and Desmond also got 
himself a second to put the game 
out of reach of St. Clements. 

James Brown helped his side reduce 
their deficit when he doubled his 
own goal tally to make the score 7-2 
to Blackbird Rovers. 

Blackbird Rovers now face local 
rivals The George in the Final which 
will be held at Abingdon Town on 
Saturday 9 May and kick off is at 
4pm. 

Blackbird Rovers are also chasing 
more silverware and face Hailey in 
the John Fathers Junior Shield at 
Kidlington F.C on Thursday 2 April 
and kick off is at 7.30pm. 


@ For further information on 
Blackbird Rovers please email 
blackbirdrovers@yahoo.co.uk 


To discuss your 

advert email John at 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


